
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, MARCH 13, 2018, 7:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 p.m.

Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

INVOCATION: Council Member Swart gave the invocation.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Simpson led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Swart, Council Member
Schue, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Kinkade, Council Member Goldberg.

STAFF PRESENT: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Susan Goodwin, Town Attorney;
Emmett Brinkerhoff, Public Works Director; Kiki Tunnell, Finance Manager; Jan Collier,
Transit Manager; Rondus Bennett, Utility Accounts Manager; Tina Abriani, Town Clerk

1. CALL TO THE PUBLIC, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM
CITIZENS:

Karey Amon asked for an update on the infractions on the sewer system repairs.

Shanana 'Rain' Golden-bear, representing the Quartzsite Area Chamber of Commerce
and Tourism, announced the Mixer Membership Drive Dance Party free event
sponsored by APS which would be held at 6:00 p.lli. on March 14, 2018, at the Riggles
RV Community and Event Center.

Shanana 'Rain' Golden-bear reported on the County Fair and the Quartzsite booth
there.

Jeron Mumme, Town resident, called for a certain Council Member to resign due to
inappropriate Council Member behavior at the County Fair.

PRESENTATIONS; PROCLAMATIONS; REPORTS: 

2. AUDIT REPORT OF FISCAL YEAR 2016-2017 - presented by Scott Graff of
Colby and Powell, PLC.

Kiki Tunnell, Finance Manager, introduced Scott Graff of Colby and Powell, PLC.

Scott Graff gave a presentation reviewing the Auditor's Report, Management Discussion
and Analysis, as well as the Financial Statements. He provided an overview of what
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was audited, the governmental activities, business activities and the various funds. The 
responsibilities of management and those of the auditors were listed. The definitions of 
material and immaterial, in an accounting context, were given as well as some 
examples of both. 

Mr. Graff noted it was the auditor's responsibility to provide an opinion on the financial 
statements. He pointed out that no immaterial or material fraud was found. 

Mr. Graff spoke about the only finding in the audit, the Highway User Revenue Fund 
(HURF), a restricted fund only for use on highways and streets, which still has $274,432 
(as of June 30, 2017) that needs to be paid back because monies were borrowed from 
it. This finding will remain a finding until the debt is paid in full. 

Mr. Graff explained the Statement of Net Position, which is the dollar difference 
between assets and liabilities. The Town is improving as the Total Net Position 
increased by approximately $575,000. 

The Council thanked Mr. Graff and Mr. Graff thanked the Council. 

3. CONSENT AGENDA:

A. MINUTES - Consider approval of the minutes of the Town Council Work
Session of February 27, 2018 and the Regular Meeting of February 27,
2018.

8. LEDGER OF ACCOUNTS AND PAYROLL PAID - Consider for approval
the following check series: (Accounts Payable) 42886-42896, 42904-
42920 totaling $58,060.14 and (Payroll) 42897-42903 totaling $72,486.19.

Council Member Swart moved to accept the Consent Agenda as presented and 
Council Member Goldberg seconded the motiqn. The vote was unanimous. Motion
Carried.

BUSINESS:

4. AUDIT REPORT OF FISCAL YEAR 2016-2017 - Consider acceptance of the
Annual Financial Statements and Independent Auditors' Report for Fiscal Year
2016-2017.

Town Manager Ferguson explained that unless the Council has an objection to what 
was just presented, only a motion to accept the Audit Report would be needed. 

Council Member BearCat moved to accept the Auditor's Report and Council Member
Schue seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. Motion Carried.

5. WATER AND WASTEWATER RATES NOTICE OF INTENTION - Consideration
and possible adoption of a Notice of Intention to increase water and wastewater
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rates, fees and charges and setting June 12, 2018 as the date for a public 
hearing to consider on the proposed increased rates. 

Town Manager Ferguson noted there were two versions of the Notice of Intention for 
the Council's review showing the impact of changing deeded lots from their current 
billing rate as RV parks to the residential billing rate. 

Rondus Bennett, Utility Accounts Manager, reviewed the two different Notices of 
Intention with the Council, which amounted to no differences in the water rates, but 
there were differences in the sewer rates. 

There was a discussion of the number of deeded lots that have structures on them. 

Some of the Council Members verbally agreed that deeded lots are actually residential 
lots. The Town Manager commented that he thought it would probably be a step in the 
right direction, to classify them as residential. 

There was a discussion of reducing 5% of the burden on the residents by increasing the 
various types of commercial accounts. The reasoning for this was that most residential 
properties have owners that are on a fixed income. 

Mayor Simpson noted that the rates treat all residential accounts the same and perhaps 
if people qualify for a discount, they should be on a different rate. 

There was a discussion of how to obtain information about who might qualify for a 
discount, such as checking with Arizona Public Service (APS), Western Arizona Council 
of Governments (WACOG), and the County Assessor's Office for data on the Town of 
Quartzsite. 

Town Attorney Goodwin shared that her experience is that there are programs to assist 
low-income customers, but rates are not based on income because you have to treat 
classes similarly by usage. 

There was a discussion of programs and exemptions that could be applied for on an 
annual basis. Monitoring utility accounts for low-income and fixed income customers as 
well as people changing residences were also discussed. 

Council Member BearCat said the statistics for how many people live in houses, trailers 
and so on could be found on the Web. She said one of her main concerns is that we 
want to get the sewer line put in and if the sewer line gets put in, and somebody has to 
hook-up to it because they are within 200 feet, there would be about $3,500 out of their 
pocket. She said we are talking about people that cannot afford a few dollars in a water 
rate raise, so they surely cannot afford a loan to get their sewer put in because it will be 
a mandatory thing. 
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Council Member BearCat asked if there is a way to include the base rate and put that in 
a special fund, so that when the sewer line comes, they have the money already in the 
bank and it is attached to the property. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied that is an additional element that has not been 
considered in the rate study. He indicated that he, the Town's legal counsel and Wildan 
would have to spend time with it, including looking at the statutes, Town Code and 
Town policies. 

Utility Accounts Manager Bennett commented that CAP (capacity) and TAP (tap) fees 
cannot be commingled with utility fees. 

Council Member BearCat explained these would not be commingled, they would be put 
in a special account to hold. She said the amount would be based on a typical base 
rate. Council Member BearCat commented that we are also charging people base rates 
for water that they are not even hooked up to because they are within 200 feet. She 
said we are already doing it for the water and she is just trying to make it so people can 
afford to hook-up when that comes. 

Vice Mayor Warner spoke of a special grant program for everyone hooking to a sewer 
system as mentioned at a prior Council meeting with a presentation by the Arizona 
Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ). 

Town Manager Ferguson noted that was something that could be part of a category of 
our rate structure and suggested there is another way to deal with that, rather than 
putting it as part of the rate structure, at least for now. 

Council Member BearCat said the information needs to be gathered so that the public 
knows about this grant and how to go about getting it. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied, we have spent some time on that and we will bring it 
back to the Council as a separate item. 

Council Member BearCat explained that as the sewer and water rates go up, the money 
will be there to put the pipe in the ground and that could be sooner than later. 

Council Member Swart asked if there needs to be an Alternative 4 to look at the rates 
for the deeded lots. 

Town Manager Ferguson explained there are two forms of Alternative 3 - one and two; 
one to leave the alternative the way it is and two would be used if the Council wants to 
change the deeded lot to the residential class. 

Mayor Simpson asked if the Council is O.K. with considering looking at a policy change 
on giving relief to some of the low-income qualified people and the other items that were 
discussed that will not affect the actual rate going into this. He said he would be fine 
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with moving forward with what we have with Alternative 3 with the deeded lots Version 
2.2 (deeded lots billed as residential). 

Mayor Simpson expressed that the Council could come back at any time with a policy 
for the exceptions. 

Vice Mayor Warner moved to allow the public to talk. 

Mayor Simpson noted it was on the agenda for public comment. 

Mark Goldberg, property owner and full-time resident of Quartzsite, explained the study 
is set up as a balance to where there are three options to adjust rates and if one class is 
lowered, another one goes up because there is bottom-line to meet for the study to fulfill 
its needs financially. He commented that considering a low-income category is outside 
of this study because the study says 'residential'. He shared his thought that the Town 
should keep the study clean and simple as well as consistent with industry standards. 
Mr. Goldberg indicated that it would be difficult to define a 'low-income' category. He 
suggested the Town seek grants for low-income residents and the needy, because if 
low-income people pay less, someone will have to pay more to make up the differential. 

Karey Amon, resident of Quartzsite, agreed with Mr. Goldberg because what he said 
makes a lot of sense. 

Shanana 'Rain' Golden-bear agreed that having separate funding for low-income people 
is not beneficial. She shared that at citydata.com, it shows our whole town is poor. She 
read estimated 2016 data for Quartzsite and Arizona. She noted that it is a good idea to 
have a program, but that the majority of our citizens would be a part of the program. 

Town Manager Ferguson responded that depends on where the Council sets the level 
and they would have to decide that at the time the policy is established. 

Council Member Goldberg indicated that most of the folks that Rain was talking about 
are living in the apartments or the RV parks anyway, so it would be the property owner 
that would be picking up the majority of that increase. 

Council Member BearCat said she thought we need to make a decision tonight on one 
of them because we are going to have public input work sessions and things can shift 
around between now and the time it is in place. 

Council Member Swart asked if there is time to have one more work session for more 
public input. 

Town Manager Ferguson explained there are only two reasons to have another work 
session at this point in time; one would be if this issue needs to yet be resolved, in the 
Council's opinion; the only other reason is already covered in our plan, and that is within 
that 60-day period, we could have however many workshops with the public that the 
Council wants. 
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Mayor Simpson noted he is O.K. with moving forward if we can revisit this when the 
time is appropriate to go into this and see if we can get a policy that will allow some 
relief. He added that it is his opinion is to go with Alternative 3 with the second version. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we call that Version 2.2 on the hand-out, Alternate 3 
adjusted for the deeded lot issue. 

Vice Mayor Warner indicated she would still like to see 5% shifted from the residential to 
the commercial and spoke about most residences being on fixed incomes. 

Council Member BearCat asked if that could be worked out in a work session. 

Vice Mayor Warner indicated the Town will need to increase the rate on commercial. 

Town Manager Ferguson gave out ball park figures for the Council as to what the 
impact would be with the proposed 5% decrease for the residential. 

There was a discussion of the 5% increase being spread out, or split between the 
commercials, mixed commercials and restaurants. 

The figure of $4 per month seemed to be the average savings for the residential 
customers if there was a 5% shift away from residentials. 

Vice Mayor Warner said four dollars may help some to buy medicine and is a lot of 
money for a residential rate-payer, and she indicated four dollars is not a lot for a 
commercial rate-payer. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he knows that we have so many more residential than we 
do commercial, that if the Council takes the $4 now and distributes it in terms of total 
revenues over just commercial, it will be a lot more than $4 per month for the 
commercial customers. 

Council Member Schue asked how many residential accounts there are. 

Utility Accounts Manager Bennett indicated there are 780 to 800 residential accounts 
and approximately 200 business accounts, not including RV parks. She explained 
commercial includes restaurants, businesses and mixed commercial. She also 
explained the accounts are billed according to the strength of their sewage. 

Vice Mayor Warner shared her opinion that commercial rate-payers can raise their 
prices to absorb these fees, but those on social security or a pension or both, cannot. 

Mayor Simpson asked if the RV parks and mobile home parks are included in the 200-
commercial figure. 
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Utility Accounts Manager Bennett answered no and read the number of commercial and 
residential accounts as 177 and 735, respectively. She said commercial RV parks and 
deeded lots are not included in those figures, as of right now. 

Town Manager Ferguson spoke about commercial rate-payers raising their rates on 
their customers. 

Vice Mayor spoke about residents supporting the Town year-round and making them 
feel like we are paying attention to them. 

Council Member Schue noted it sounds like about $35,000 has to be shifted from 
residential to commercial annually. 

Town Manager Ferguson said it is almost $16 monthly that would be put on the 
commercial. 

Vice Mayor Warner said she did not feel that $16 is too much. 

Council Member Schue indicated it seems like the commercial has already been raised 
with the deeded lots. He said so we just took an increase in that and he commented that 
he also a resident. 

Utility Accounts Manager Bennett noted that n�t every account gets water and sewer. 

Town Manager Ferguson indicated it will take us a couple of days to get that kind of 
data, to figure out how many are on water and how many are on sewer. 

There was a discussion of how quickly the figures could be ready for the Council's 
review at a special meeting for one issue, a 5% reduction overall on residential with its 
distribution out over the commercial accounts and see what that impact is on water and 
sewer. 

Council Member BearCat asked how much it would cost us to do this little extra study. 

Town Manager Ferguson said Dan Jackson could just plug it irito the model and would 
not have to do another study. 

Council Member BearCat asked how much he would charge us to do it. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he would not charge us more to do that. 

Vice Mayor Warner moved to postpone this Number Five until we can do some kind of 
model, either with Dan or with Rondus for a 5% decrease to residential and then spread 
it out over the commercial to see what kind of impact that would have before we make a 
final decision. Council Member Goldberg seconded the motion. Council Member 
BearCat said as long as it is ASAP. The vote was unanimous. Motion Carried. 
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6. SLURRY SEAL BIDS FOR PAVEMENT PRESERVATION PLAN PROJECT -
Review and possible approval of lowest bidder for the 2018 Type Ill Slurry Seal
Project and possible approval to proceed with this Pavement Preservation Plan
project.

Emmett Brinkerhoff, Public Works Director, gave a presentation of the bid results 
received from T & C Seal Coating at $1.14 per square yard and Regional Pavement 
Maintenance of Arizona, Inc. at $2.33 per square yard. He indicated the reason for the 
difference in pricing was not known. 

Highlights from the presentation are listed below. 

• T & C Seal Coating has done the slurry for the Town for the last 12 years.

• The current Pavement Preservation Plan includes Johnson Avenue, Cowell
Avenue, Mountain View Lane and North Moon Mountain Road.

• Approval was received from the Council to go to design, bid and build on
Johnson Avenue, Cowell Avenue and Mountain View Lane.

• The proposed Pavement Preservation Plan includes removing Johnson Avenue,
a portion of Cowell Avenue, Mountain View Lane and North Moon Mountain
Road off the plan because Public Works Director Brinkerhoff would like to do a
continuation and correct the drainage next year.

• The future Pavement Preservation Plan includes adding South Kofa Road, West
Cowell, Targa Trail and North Church Lane.

Mayor Simpson asked if it is still within the budget for our Pavement Preservation Plan. 

Public Works Director Brinkerhoff answered yes. 

Council Member Schue asked if it was being paid for by the HURF money. 

Public Works Director Brinkerhoff answered yes, all HURF funds. 

There was a discussion of there being no new roads, only preserving existing roads with 
a standard 3/8-inch-thick slurry (by poundage). 

There was a discussion of the difference in the costs of the two bids. Public Works 
Director Brinkerhoff explained that the lowest bidder has always done great work for the 
Town and Town Manager Ferguson listed some possible reasons for the differing costs. 

There was a discussion of an issue with the slurry seal that took place last year. Public 
Works Director Brinkerhoff explained that would not happen this year. 
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Council Member Goldberg moved to approve the lowest bidder and Vice Mayor 
Warner seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. Motion Carried. 

7. LEASE OF NEW PRINTER/SCANNER/COPIER/FAX FOR THE POLICE
DEPARTMENT.

Chief William Ponce requested approval from the Council to enter into a lease
agreement for a new copier, printer, and fax all-in-one machine. He explained that the
machine the Police Department has now is broken, so the Department comes to Town
Hall to use the machine there, which hinders the process of getting their jobs done on a
daily basis in a timely manner.

There were two bid proposals and the Chief proposed going with the Konica Minolta
because it is the cheaper and better of the two bids.

Chief Ponce explained the item was not budgeted and that he had requested it be
added in the last budget process, but it was not possible. He also explained why he was
requesting a lease rather than a lease-purchase or an outright purchase. He said he did
not have available funds to make the purchase. Along with the lease, he requested a
maintenance agreement as part of the lease.

Vice Mayor Warner asked if there was enough money in a contingency fund or
elsewhere to lease the equipment.

The Chief said he would take it from his budget out of a different line item.

There was a discussion of the Chief having implemented a policy for charging fees for
reports to offset costs.

Council Member Swart spoke of his experience with copiers and his finding that leasing
is the best way to go.

It was noted that the cost per sheet is extremely cheap and black copies are almost
free.

There was a discussion of the number of copies made by the Police Department and
the length of the lease, either 39 months or 60 months. The Chief requested a 39-month
lease and he said the cheaper of the two machines is the Konica Minolta.

Council Member BearCat moved to lease the printer/scanner/copier/fax for the 39-
month lease agreement with the Konica Minolta and Vice Mayor Warner seconded the
motion. Council Member Swart said that needed to include the $12-per-month service
fee. The vote was unanimous. Motion Carried. 

8. APPROVAL TO PAY JOHN ANDOH, TRANSIT PLANNER CONSULTANT,
FOR SERVICES RENDERED TO DATE - Review of billing from John Andoh,
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Transit Planner Consultant, and possible approval to make payment for services 
rendered to date. 

Janet Collier, Transit Manager, indicated that previously this check was brought before 
the Council for payment, at which time the Council requested a breakdown of the 
charges. 

The itemized list of charges from John Andoh were not in the Council's agenda packet. 
Transit Manager Transit Manager Collier handed her copy of the itemized list of charges 
to the Council to be passed from Member to Member. 

Transit Manager Collier explained that traditionally, Mr. Andoh had billed on a quarterly 
basis, not to exceed $5,000 per year at $1,250 per quarter. The reason this check 
request is for such a large invoice is because Mr. Andoh failed to bill quarterly. 

There was a discussion held about the Transit Manager's lessening need for a 
consultant. A consultant is not required by the Arizona Department of Transportation. 

The invoice the Council was reviewing was for one quarter and a portion of another, as 
well as the scope of work the invoice represented. 

Town Manager Ferguson indicated that in the new agreement with John Andoh, 
services would be provided upon request, with an itemized list of services rendered with 
the amount of time spent on each item. 

It was made clear the invoice payment before the Council was for John Andoh's past 
work and a new agreement would come before the Council at a later time. 

Transit Manager Collier gave a history of the need and implementation of the Transit 
Consultant. She explained that the old contract Mr. Andoh is still working under did not 
have a minimum time increment for billing, which will be different on the new contract. 

Transit Manager Collier said she had rewritten the contract and instead of a carte 
blanche of $5,000 per year, it will be reduced to 50 hours per year, so it will be a $1,250 
contract for the entire year, to be used as needed. 

Council Member Schue moved to approve to pay John Andoh, Transit Planner 
Consultant, for the rendered to date and Vice Mayor Warner seconded the motion. 
The vote was unanimous. Motion Carried. 

Transit Manager Collier thanked the Council and noted these fees come out of a grant 
split. 

9. DISPOSAL OF OLD COMPUTERS - Review and possible approval for the
Town Manager to properly dispose of old computers belonging to the Town.
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Town Manager Ferguson noted it is time for the Town to install the new computers and 
software as approved by the Council. He indicated there is no value in the old 
computers except the hard drive which will be destroyed to maintain confidentiality and 
he and staff suggest letting Executech take care of them appropriately, immediately 
after they install the new computers. 

Mayor opened the item to public comment. 

Jeron Mumme asked a question about the hard drives. 

Town Manager Ferguson answered that no information would be lost; all information 
would be taken from the hard drives and put on the new computers/ 

Mark Goldberg spoke about the many non-profits and other agencies in Town that 
probably cannot afford computers or updates on their equipment. He said he would 
rather see the Town's old computers given out in Town on a first-come-first-serve basis. 

Council Member Kinkade was out of his seat on the dais from 9:05 p.m. to 9:09 p.m. 

Town Manager Ferguson said the hard drives would need to be replaced on the 
machines and many of the computers have problems. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said there is a statute that applies and if the Town were going 
to dispose of real or personal property, which includes computers, then it must be done 
through a bid process; there is no exception for non-profits and the Town cannot give 
them away. 

There was a discussion of Executech possibly taking some of the even older computers 
sitting in the storeroom for proper disposal. 

Vice Mayor Warner moved to approve to properly dispose of the old computers that 
belong to the Town and Council Member BearCat seconded the motion. The vote 
was unanimous. Motion Carried. 

Council Member Swart moved to go into executive session for the two items that are 
listed and Vice Mayor Warner seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. Motion 
Carried. 

10. EXECUTIVE SESSION

• An executive session pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(3) for discussion or
consultation for legal advice with the Town Attorney regarding the
appointment of directors to the Municipal Property Corporation.

• An executive session pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.03(A)(3) for discussion or
consultation for legal advice with the Town Attorney regarding Town of
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Quartzsite policy on employees' rights to run for political office in 
jurisdictions other than the Town of Quartzsite. 

ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION: 9:11 p.m. 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION: 9:50 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson called the meeting back to order at 9:50 p.m. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Swart, Council Member 
Schue, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Kinkade, Council Member Goldberg. 

11. APPOINTMENTS TO MUNICIPAL PROPERTY CORPORATION BOARD OF

DIRECTORS - Review and possible appointment(s) and or reappointment of
directors to the Municipal Property Corporation (MPC) Board of Directors.

Town Manager Ferguson spoke of the Municipal Property Corporation, MPC, as an 
organization that sits separate from the governing body and is part of the financing 
process. He announced that recently the MPC lost a member through death. 

Town Manager Ferguson indicated that the Town's bond counsel advised us that we 
need to be very careful as to how this organization (MPC) is structured so that it does 
not appear as if it is part of the governing body. 

There was a discussion of some issues having to do membership including one 
regarding residency and one position that expired last year. 

Town Manager Ferguson announced that Shaneen Bergette had resigned and had 
served very well in the capacity, but she is not here year-round. Mr. Crooks, elected as 
President at the last MPC meeting, submitted his request to be reappointed and later 
resigned from the MPC and the Municipal Utility Administrative Committee. The Council 
has the responsibility to make three appointments. 

Town Manager Ferguson indicated that Mark Goldberg had expressed an interest in 
serving on the MPC since the death of Richard Thompson. He said that for the other 
two director positions there are options, to appoint a member of the governing body and 
seek someone from the community who has some financial background or enough 
understanding of financial dealings, or we could appoint someone from the staff. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he would rather not appoint a member of the staff. He 
said he had heard that Beverly Cunningham is interested. She used to work for the 
Town in Finance. 

Town Manager Ferguson indicated the MPC is a required board and has statutory 
obligations and when a potential financing comes up they have to be ready to go. 
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There was a discussion regarding member appointments aligning with the current terms 
and expiration dates; making one member's term for just a few months. The typical term 
is for three years and each year one member would be up for consideration. 

Town Manager Ferguson said the Council could accept Beverly Cunningham's interest 
in serving on the MPC and he would confirm her interest later. 

The Mayor asked what the Council would use as a process for a third applicant if the 
Council were to appoint the two tonight that have shown a willingness. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied that the Council could appoint someone from the 
Council to the shortest term. 

There was a discussion of which Council Member would serve on the MPC. Vice Mayor 
Warner said she would serve the short term. 

Council Member Swart moved to accept the one written application (Mark Goldberg) 
we have for the full-term expiring 2020 and then Loretta to be the short-termer which 
ends on June 1, 2018 and if Beverly meets the qualifications, that we put her in the final 
position that would expire June 1, 2019. Council Member BearCat seconded the 
motion. The vote was unanimous. Motion Carried.

12. AMEND THE TOWN OF QUARTZSITE PERSONNEL POLICY - Discussion
and possible adoption of an amendment to Section 202 of the Town of Quartzsite
Personnel Policy related to employees running for public office in other
jurisdictions.

Town Manager Ferguson explained that an employee came to him with a question that 
if an employee wanted to run for office in another jurisdiction could he or she do that. 
Town Manager Ferguson said the Personnel Policy states that the employee could not. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said the proposed amendment would permit the Town 
employee to run for another elected office, other than the Quartzsite Council, and the 
employee would have to notify the Town Manager and refrain from participating in any 
decision that would be related to his or her position as an elected official. She 
continued, most importantly, if running in an election or if elected, the employee cannot 
use any Town resources, cannot conduct any activities related to the other position or 
the campaign and he or she cannot use Town time. Town Attorney Goodwin proposed 
adding to what is in the Council's packet, a prohibition about disclosing any confidential 
information of the Town. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said we recommend approving this amendment to the 
Personnel Policy and changing the end of the text where it says, 'use Town resources 
for such activities', strike the period and insert a comma and then say, 'nor shall such 
employee disclose confidential information of the Town'. 
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Town Attorney Goodwin explained that currently, if an employee runs for office, he or 
she must take a leave of absence and if he or she is elected, he or she must resign. 

Vice Mayor Warner moved to amend the Town of Quartzsite Personnel Policy as 
stated in the packet with the additional change regarding the confidentiality clause and 
Council Member Goldberg seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. Motion 
Carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

13. Reports from the MAYOR on current events.

Mayor Simpson spoke of his experience at the County Fair, noting his trouble finding 
the Town booth. He said he would hope we could fund a table banner that says 
Quartzsite and some back drops in the future. He recommended doing it right or not at 
all. 

14. Reports from the COUNCIL on current events.

Council Member Goldberg said a lot of folks from her neighborhood went to the AZOP 
race and she met some people that came here to see the race. She heard of no 
problems and saw some real positive comments on Facebook. She commended 
Emmett and his staff for the help they gave to the AZOP crew. She said it was so well
received that she hopes the Town will do something again next year with those folks. 

Vice Mayor Warner said she was at the race for a little bit and there were a lot of people 
there on the second day. There was a variety of different vehicles doing different kinds 
of competitions and it was interesting, said the Vice Mayor. 

Council Member Schue reminded everyone about the Membership Drive at the Riggles 
Community Center the following night at 6:00 p.m. He said the Chamber of Commerce 
went through a lot of trouble and effort to put this on and it is free. There will be food 
there. 

Council Member BearCat announced that she was at the Fair also promoting 
Quartzsite. She said quite a few people came in and talked with us; they liked the wheel 
and the prizes. She said she had to remind somebody that Council Members have free 
speech. She said she also saw the races and it has potential; there were some issues 
and problems, but those could be ironed out; she thought it needs to be better planned 
in advance and better laid out. 

15. Reports from the TOWN MANAGER to the Council.

Town Manager Ferguson said he, too, had heard good things about the AZOP races, 
but also some small things that we need to work out. 
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Town Manager Ferguson said the Central Arizona Groundwater Replenishment District 
and himself are finalizing some language as a response for the Arizona Department of 
Water Resources and once he has finished his portion he will forward that to our legal 
counsel who has been giving us assistance. He said he would share this document with 
Council and it needs to be turned in before April 11, 2018. 

Town Manager Ferguson said it was decided that the CAGWRD folks would send out a 
letter to a few of the larger organizations that felt that perhaps they were being impacted 
in some fashion with this and give them the opportunity to discuss it a little further. Town 
Manager Ferguson said he does not know if they even will, but it is just a matter of 
extending that opportunity. He said they are putting that list together and he is not 
involved with that part of it right now. 

Mayor Simpson asked Town Manager Ferguson if there was a request, during Call to 
the Public, that asked Town Manager Ferguson to address something we were 
supposed to report on, or that we had promised to report on earlier. 

Council Member BearCat said sewer repairs. 

Town Manager Ferguson said in terms of the comment tonight regarding the 
infrastructure on the Wastewater Treatment Plant, he thought it would be better if he 
brought back to the Council an official report so that he does not miss something. He 
said there have been discussions with Arizona Department of Environmental Quality, so 
it is ongoing, but he would rather give a more thorough report at the next meeting, 
perhaps. 

16. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - Direction to staff regarding future agenda items.

Council Member Schue stated he would like to see that on our next agenda (what the 
Town Manager was just speaking about - an official report regarding the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant). 

Council Member BearCat said she would like to see an accounting of what the Town 
made from that event and what it cost us. (AZOP race in Town.) 

Town Manager Ferguson said he would definitely like to state that the issue of Special 
Events is of importance to us. He said we are fortunate that our Town Attorney has 
addressed that, in part, in the past, so we will be sitting down and taking a look at what 
she has already drafted, seeing what maybe needs to be tweaked a little bit and then 
brining that to the Council, because he thinks it is time to get on it. He explained this is 
important so that everyone that will have a special event knows what is expected of 
them, what they need to do in terms of contacting the Town, what needs to be reviewed, 
just like a contractor who wants to build something in Town, we have a review. He said 
we want to be able to do the same thing for special events to ensure that they are 
successful and to protect the Town. 
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Mayor Simpson noted that at the last Council meeting, he requested that there be a
time limit set for special event applications.

Council Member Swart asked for a progress report on how our economic development
group is coming along.

Town Manager Ferguson said he would suggest he would get a report together for the
next meeting.

Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 10:22 p.m.

ADJOURNMENT: 10:22 p.m.

CERTIFICATION: 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the
minutes of the Regular Meeting of March 13, 2018 of the Town Council of Quartzsite,
Arizona, held on March 13, 2018.

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was
present.

DATED this 27th day of March 2018

Tina M. Abriani, Town Clerk

On behalf of the Common Council

Approved:

��Norm Simpson, Mayor 
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